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authorized by the District Director 
and/or Resident Agent, short test oper-
ations may be made during the period 
of suspended operation to check the ef-
ficacy of remedial measures. 

(d) The MVPD may be required by 
the District Director and/or Resident 
Agent to prepare and submit a report 
regarding the cause(s) of the inter-
ference, corrective measures planned 
or taken, and the efficacy of the reme-
dial measures. 

[42 FR 41296, Aug. 16, 1977, as amended at 62 
FR 61031, Nov. 14, 1997]

§ 76.614 Cable television system reg-
ular monitoring. 

Cable television operators transmit-
ting carriers in the frequency bands 
108–137 and 225–400 MHz shall provide 
for a program of regular monitoring for 
signal leakage by substantially cov-
ering the plant every three months. 
The incorporation of this monitoring 
program into the daily activities of ex-
isting service personnel in the dis-
charge of their normal duties will gen-
erally cover all portions of the system 
and will therefore meet this require-
ment. Monitoring equipment and pro-
cedures utilized by a cable operator 
shall be adequate to detect a leakage 
source which produces a field strength 
in these bands of 20 uV/m or greater at 
a distance of 3 meters. During regular 
monitoring, any leakage source which 
produces a field strength of 20 uV/m or 
greater at a distance of 3 meters in the 
aeronautical radio frequency bands 
shall be noted and such leakage sources 
shall be repaired within a reasonable 
period of time.

NOTE 1 TO § 76.614: Section 76.1706 contains 
signal leakage recordkeeping requirements 
applicable to cable operators.

[65 FR 53616, Sept. 5, 2000]

§ 76.616 Operation near certain aero-
nautical and marine emergency 
radio frequencies. 

The transmission of carriers or other 
signal components capable of deliv-
ering peak power levels equal to or 
greater than 10¥5 watts at any point in 
a cable television system is prohibited 
within 100 kHz of the frequency 121.5 
MHz, and is prohibited withn 50 kHz of 

the two frequencies 156.8 MHz and 243.0 
MHz. 

[50 FR 29401, July 19, 1985]

§ 76.617 Responsibility for inter-
ference. 

Interference resulting from the use of 
cable system terminal equipment (in-
cluding subscriber terminal, input se-
lector switch and any other acces-
sories) shall be the responsibility of the 
cable system terminal equipment oper-
ator in accordance with the provisions 
of part 15 of this chapter: provided, 
however, that the operator of a cable 
system to which the cable system ter-
minal equipment is connected shall be 
responsible for detecting and elimi-
nating any signal leakage where that 
leakage would cause interference out-
side the subscriber’s premises and/or 
would cause the cable system to exceed 
the Part 76 signal leakage require-
ments. In cases where excessive signal 
leakage occurs, the cable operator 
shall be required only to discontinue 
service to the subscriber until the 
problem is corrected. 

[53 FR 46619, Nov. 18, 1989]

§ 76.618 Grandfathering. 
Cable television systems are per-

mitted to use aeronautical frequencies 
which were requested or granted for 
use by November 30, 1984, under Sec-
tion 76.619 of the Rules until July 1, 
1990. 

[50 FR 29401, July 19, 1985]

§ 76.619 Grandfathered Operation in 
the frequency bands 108–136 and 
225–400 MHz. 

All cable television systems oper-
ating in a grandfathered status under 
§ 76.618 of the Rules and transmitting 
carriers or other signal components ca-
pable of delivering peak power equal to 
or greater than 10¥5 watts at any point 
in the cable system in the frequency 
bands 108–136 and 225–400 MHz for any 
purpose are subject to the following re-
quirements: 

(a) The operator of the cable system 
shall notify the Commission annually 
of all signals carried in these bands, 
noting the type of information carried 
by the signal (television, aural, or pilot 
carrier and system control, etc.). The 
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timely filing of FCC Form 325, Sched-
ule 2, will meet this requirement. 

(b) The operator of the cable system 
shall notify the Commission of the pro-
posed extension of the system radius in 
these bands. Notification shall include 
carrier and subcarrier frequencies, 
types of modulation, the previously no-
tified geographical coordinates, the 
new system radius and the maximum 
peak power occurring at any location 
in the cable distribution system. No 
system shall extend its radius in these 
bands without prior Commission au-
thorization. 

(c) The operator of the cable system 
shall maintain at its local office a cur-
rent listing of all signals carried in 
these bands, noting carrier and subcar-
rier frequencies, types of modulation, 
and maximum peak power which oc-
curs at any location within the cable 
distribution system. 

(d) The operator of the system shall 
provide for regular monitoring of the 
cable system for signal leakage cov-
ering all portions of the cable system 
at least once each calendar year. Moni-
toring equipment and procedures shall 
be adequate to detect leakage sources 
which produce field strengths in these 
bands of 20 microvolts per meter at a 
distance of 3 meters. The operator shall 
maintain a log showing the date and 
location of each leakage source identi-
fied, the date on which the leakage was 
eliminated, and the probable cause of 
the leakage. The log shall be kept on 
file for a period of two (2) years, and 
shall be made to authorized representa-
tives of the Commission on request. 

(e) All carrier signals or signal com-
ponents capable of delivering peak 
power equal to or greater than 10¥5 
watts must be operated at frequencies 
offset from aeronautical radio services 
operated by Commission licensees or 
by the United States Government or 
its agencies within 111 km (60 nautical 
miles) of any portion of the cable sys-
tem as given in paragraph (f) of this 
section. (The limit of 111 km may be 
increased by the Commission in cases 
of ‘‘extended service volumes’’ as de-
fined by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration or other federal government 
agency for low altitude radio naviga-
tion or communication services). If an 
operator of a cable system is notified 

by the Commission that a change in 
operation of an aeronautical radio 
service will place the cable system in 
conflict with any of the offset criteria, 
the cable system operator is respon-
sible for eliminating such conflict 
within 30 days of notification. 

(f) A minimum frequency offset be-
tween the nominal carrier frequency of 
an aeronautical radio service quali-
fying under paragraph (d) of this Sec-
tion and the nominal frequency of any 
cable system carrier or signal compo-
nent capable of delivering peak power 
equal to or greater than 10¥5 watts 
shall be maintained or exceeded at all 
times. The minimum frequency offsets 
are as follows:

Frequencies Minimun fre-
quency offsets 

108–118 MHz ............................................... (50+T) kHz. 
328.6–335.4 MHz .........................................
108–136 MHz ...............................................
225–328.6 MHz ............................................ (100+T) kHz. 
335.4–400 MHz ............................................

In this table, T is the absolute value of 
the frequency tolerance of the cable 
television signal. The actual frequency 
tolerance will depend on the equipment 
and operating procedures of the cable 
system, but in no case shall the fre-
quency tolerance T exceed ±25 kHz in 
the bands 108–136 and 225–400 MHz. 

[50 FR 29401, July 19, 1985]

§ 76.620 Non-cable multichannel video 
programming distributors (MVPDs). 

Sections 76.605(a)(12), 76.610, 76.611, 
76.612, 76.614, 76.1803, 76.1804, 76.616, and 
76.617 shall apply to all non-cable 
MVPDs. Exception: Non-cable MVPDs 
serving less than 1000 subscribers and 
less than 1000 units do not have to com-
ply with § 76.1804(g). 

[68 FR 27003, May 19, 2003]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 27003, May 
19, 2003, § 76.620 was revised. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget.

§ 76.630 Compatibility with consumer 
electronics equipment. 

(a) Cable system operators shall not 
scramble or otherwise encrypt signals 
carried on the basic service tier. Re-
quests for waivers of this prohibition 

VerDate jul<14>2003 14:48 Nov 17, 2003 Jkt 200194 PO 00000 Frm 00637 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200194T.XXX 200194T


